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1, '" The CHAl'iOl^ (United Kingdom) s I declare open the 42?'^^ plen'^ry 

meeting' of 'the ^Conferenoe of ttie Eighi^een-Nation Committee on .Disarmament o 

2. Before calling on Ambassador 'Benhima, the representative of Morocco ^ I should 
like to welcome him' and also the leader of the .Argentine delegation^ Ambassador 
Ortiz de Rozaso who are with us for the first' time today". 

3, Mr. BEKEIIMA (Morocco) ( translation from French) s I was very sorry that 
I could not arrive in' time to be present at " the meeting last Thursday. However ^ 
the representative of Morocco to the international organizations in Geneva was 
good enough to express to the Chairman of that meeting^ to Uie i^wo Powers that 
act as co-Chairmen of the Committee/ and to the members of the Conference ^ the 
thanks of the Government of Morocco and our satisfaction at joining in this 
Conference many States which for. several years have been dealing with a problem 
basip to world peace«. . : . ,- \ -. ^ .. . ;.-..., 

4^ This morning.! have the great p^ivi].ege of transmitting to the ponference a 

message from His Majesty Hassanllj King of -Morocco. The text iss ■ 

^'At. the /time when the Kingdom of. Morocco is invited to participate 
in the. work of -t/he Conference of ..the Comm.ittee on Bisarmamentj it is 
particularly gratifying to Us to. express Our"^ satisfaction at ' the 
constant efforts which your institution has been making for a decade 

to translate into"- deeds the principle of peaceful co-existence a .. : 

principle to which the ac'-.v^ssion of all peoples has given an exceptional 
significance and which ^ at a critical time in international relations ^ 
can constitute a new promdse for a "better future only if cessation of 
.the armaments race is seriously envisaged.. 

.''All the voices that have been, raised in the world for almost ten 
years in favour of disarmament ^ at firsb. partial and then complete, have 
been seeking in reality. to express —despite differences in their 

/, ideologj.es .and their strength — . the deep concern of all the peoples . 

.••• . at the disastrous conseq,uences.; of a dangerous competition . that, threatened 
.to l(^'0.d mankind to- .a dismal f.eute.o ; • 
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( l^r. Benliima, Morocco ) • 

'Tor Our part, We have not ceased to affirm Our choice in favour of 
disarmament. We have made it a constant element of Our foreign policy and 
We have supported unremittingly every initiative designed to limit and reduce 
military potentials, whoever may promote or possess them, 

^^A year ago a large nuDiber of countries acceded to the Treaty on the 
Non-Prolif oration of Nuclear Vfeapons-^ still more recently the two Powers 
the co-Ghairmen of your Conference have announced their joint willingness to 
undertake fresh discussions on the problem of anti-missile defence systems. 
''Those are encouraging results which it behoves us to note with satis- 
faction and which strengthen the conviction We have always held and the 
confidence We have always expressed in the results of the efforts which your 
Conference has constantly made, - 

"We are convinced' that, thanks to the firm resolve of the States 
participating in this Conference and to the unflagging efforts which together 
we shall make unceasingly, we shall put an end to the anxiety which human 
technology has aroused in this field, 

"May God guide us in. the path of wisdom and direct us towards the 
solutions most likely to ensure for all peoples of the earth peace, 
tranquillity and progress." 
5e I will venture to add a few comments on behalf of the Moroccan delegation to 
indicate quite clearly and to bring to the attention of members of this Conference what 
I might call Morocco ^s antecedents in disarmament and the intentions of our Government 
now that our responsibilities become m_ore direct and so greater, 

6. As soon as the problem of disarmament was brought before international bodies the 
Government of Morocco, at a time when it was a very delicate m^atter for some countries 
to adopt a position on the problem, very clearly announced the direction in which it 
would act in relation to disarmament. Many members of this Conference vdll recall that 
at the Belgrade Conference in I960 the Sovereign of Morocco devoted a very large part 
of his statement to an explanation of the Moroccan point of view on this question, 
calling for disarmament at least partial and at least in certain areas of the world. 
And he supported at that time the only plan for regional disarmament, which concerned 
Europe and was knom by the name of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Poland. 
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(Mr o BenhiiTia , Morocco) 



7. Later;, Morocco tool: the initiative of raising at the United Kations the problem 

of nuclear tests in the Sahara.. We obtained from the General Assembly the most positive 
resolutions on the subject, at that time. 

8. Since then^ in the First Committee of the United Nations. Morocco has tal^en 
initiatives; or has joined in other initiatives hy friendly States ;> to propose 
resolutions aimed at reducjrig and elimj.nating armaments and ending the arms race in all 
its fo.ms^ and thus we have been constantly associated^ at all levels of .iieetings of 
dntornationiil organi^i^ations; with a continuing movement for disarmament. In the records 
of all those meetings will be found the statements m_ade by Moroccan delegations, and the 
positions they have adopted at the United Nati.ons itself and in the regional or other 
international organizations which have dealt ^"witiT this' problem. 

9> In participating today in the work of this Coimiaittee; we are convinced and we are 
awai-e — thanks to the confidence ext.ended to Morocco by the countries of the two co- 
Chairmen and by other members of the Committee — that we are undertaking more direct 
responsibilities. -Of course^ the probJ.em of disarmament has now reached the stage of 
technical discussJ.cns which call for a certain competence, V/e cox-^tainly do not presiune 
to intervene positively, from the outset of our presence here^, on certain technical 
aspects. But T can assure you fully that we shall waste no time and put ourselves 
rapidly into the picture ^ w^ith the co-operation of all members, so that we can assume 
in this Coimmittee the responsibilitjr which you expect of us and of v/hich we shall have 
to render account both to our country and to all mani<:inda 

10 o M;^'L--.^fi£IZ,;i]e RD2AS (Arge....:.ina) ( v.ran_slation , from Spani sh) r I wish to make a 

voT-y brief statement to express :my personal gratitude to you^, Mr. Chairman, for the 
very kind words of welcome with which you wei'e good enovLgh to greet my presence here as 
the head of the Argentine delegation. 

-■■"' -' lEllS^...i^>i4LIi:iy^l-^ I should like to remind the Committee at this point that -je 
are meeting in informal session tomorrow at 10/30 a,m. to d:' scuss the question of a 
comp;i-ehensive test ban. J. should like also to reconvene the Committee in about five 
minutes for a brief informal meetingo 
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The. Confereuce docjLded to issuo the'fQlloving coinmunique ; • . 

"The Gonferendo of the Eighteen-Nation CommittGe on Disarmament today 
held ..its 4.27th plenary meeting in the Peaals des Nations, Geneva, iinder the 
chairmanship of H,E, /anbassador I .F* Porter, rep'rasentative of the 

United Kingdom; - 

"Statements were made by the represent at ives of Morocco, Argentina and 

the Chairman* 

"The next meeting of the Conference will be held on Thursday, 
14 August 1969, at 10,30 a*m.". 

The meeting rose at 10.50 a.m. 



